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HORTICULTURAL PERLITE SOLVES COMPACTION PROBLEM AT NEW STADIUM 

Soil compaction caused by hundreds of students on a day-in and day-out basis, limited grass recovery time and water ponding 
are problems all too familiar to stadium groundskeepers. The situation at St. Louis University High School was no different at 
their two athletic fields. An extensive renovation plan for their main stadium stadium involved the construction of a new 
grandstand and pressbox, a concession building, equipment storage building, tracks, and soccer and football fields with an 
automatic irrigation system. As water ponding was a problem with their upper practice field, a solution was sought for the new 
stadium. 

 
The use of horticultural perlite in stadium soil at St. Louis University High School solved soil compaction and water ponding problems 

caused by clay soil and constant use by hundreds of students on a day-in and day-out basis. 

Horticultural Perlite Specified 

Natural soil in the stadium area was a hard clay that had little or no permeability. As a result, water ponding and compaction 
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